
 
Debunking Career College Myths 

and the Dismal Truths About Community Colleges 
  

Community Colleges Graduate 20% of their students;  
Career Colleges Graduate 58% 

  
  
The Obama Administration is attacking career colleges at the same time they are lauding 
community colleges.  They propose sweeping and arbitrary regulations against career 
colleges while turning a blind eye to the deep and intractable problems among 
community colleges.  A look at the facts would suggest that the Administration is 
attacking the wrong target and their proposed regulations would hurt the economy, jobs – 
and most of all students.   
  
The President has launched Skills for America’s Future to build a nation-wide network to 
maximize workforce development strategies, job training programs, and job placement.  
But he has only included community colleges.  By excluding career colleges, he is 
unnecessarily shortchanging millions of students and a wide swath of the nation's future 
workforce.  The President should include all interested colleges in this initiative. 
  
The fact is students need more higher education choices not less – and more information, 
not less.  It is in the students’ best interest to have all colleges judged by the same 
standards and treated the same regardless of the school’s structure (for-profit, non-profit 
or public.) 
  
Take a look at how community colleges and career colleges stack up: 
  
Community colleges have lower, much lower, graduation rates than career colleges. 

� Career colleges graduate 58 percent of their students.  Community colleges 
graduate 20 percent.  

� Career colleges graduate 48 percent of their African-American students.  
Community colleges graduate 12 percent.  

� Career colleges graduate 60 percent of their Hispanic students.  Community 
colleges graduate 15 percent.  

  
Community colleges participating in the White House Summit on Community 
Colleges have graduation rates as low as 7 percent. 

� Northern Virginia Community CollegeJohn has a graduation rate of 13 percent 
which results in a total taxpayer cost per graduate of approximately $74,000.  



� City Colleges of Chicago has an average graduation rate of less than 7 percent 
which results in a total taxpayer cost per graduate of approximately $137,000.  

� Ivy Tech Community College  has a graduation rate of 8 percent which results in 
a total taxpayer cost per graduate of approximately $120,000.  

  
Community colleges cost taxpayers more, much more, than career colleges.   
It costs taxpayers more than $32,000 for each community college graduate, over four 
times the amount it costs taxpayers for a career college graduate.   
  
Career colleges have similar student loan default rates as community colleges for 
similar kinds of students. 
It’s the type of student not the type of institution that matters most.  Career colleges have 
the same default rates as community colleges when taking into account their much higher 
enrollments of low-income and minority students.   
  
Community colleges have lower job placement success than career colleges. 
75% of career college graduates find employment within 6 months of graduation.  Career 
colleges educate and place students in 17 of the 20 fastest growing fields, with career 
college graduates representing 42% of all medical workers.   
  
It's time that all colleges are held to the same high standards. 
  
The Obama Administration is attacking career colleges while turning a blind eye to the 
larger performance issues that exist at community colleges.  Career colleges offer access 
and choice to millions of students who otherwise would not have a pathway to a higher 
education or career.  But, these students and their schools are being targeted through 
burdensome regulations that must be stopped before they do any more harm.  The 
President cannot achieve his goal of being the world's leader in graduation rates by 2020 
without the innovation and flexibility of career colleges  
  
The Coalition for Educational Success includes many of the nation's leading proprietary 
colleges, serving more than 200,000 students at over 300 campuses in 33 states.  Our 
member schools deliver on what they promise - preparing students for work and then, 
through intensive career assistance and support, place almost three-quarters of their 
graduates immediately into jobs. 
 


